Keeping you
updated

3rd August 2020

Welcome to the Northants Together Partnership Update for colleagues
working across the LRF and the wider community. This newsletter
aims to keep you informed about how we are working together to
support local people across Northamptonshire.
Inside you will find lots of updates on
things we have been working on
together to support our
Northamptonshire communities.
There are great examples of how
colleagues across our council
services have been working together,
both out and about in our
communities and on coordinated
projects to deliver the things our
community needs.
In response to a risk in the number
of COVID-19 cases, additional mobile
testing units have been offered
across the county and additional
measures have been brought in to
control the spread of the virus such as restricting events with large
numbers of people and continuing to raise awareness about the measures
people can take to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus.
Updates from colleagues including:

IN ACTION:
OUR LATEST
ACTIVITY

IN ACTION
OUTBREAK PREVENTION

Public health data reveals
Northampton remains a ‘hotspot’
with spikes in Corby and Kettering
This week’s surveillance report, an analysis of the recent
COVID -19 cases and rates over the period 20-26 July,
shows that the coronavirus infection rate in the borough of
Northampton remains above the national and regional
average. It also reveals that rates in Corby and Kettering
continue on an upward trend.
Analysis shows that across the
county most cases of district and
borough
infection rates per
..
100,000 population are similar or
significantly lower than the national
average but in Northampton and
Kettering they are significantly
higher. Also, the daily rate of
laboratory confirmed cases for
Corby has risen rapidly since early
July.
Guidance for Northampton &
Corby residents:
• Keep 2 metres from others at all
times
• Limit contact with anyone outside
of your household or bubble
• If you must meet those outside of
your household or bubble, meet in
an outdoor space
• Do not share items with others
outside of your household or
bubble
• If social distancing at 2 metres is
not possible, always use a face
covering
• Avoid using public transport or car
sharing - wear face coverings if
you must travel with others
• Wash your hands regularly and
thoroughly for 20 seconds each
time
• Work from home if you can

Lucy Wightman, Director of Public
Health at Northamptonshire County
Council, says: “It is essential that if
you concerned you have Coronavirus
or experience symptoms (high
temperature, continuous cough or
loss of / change in sense of smell or
taste), you book a test. The more
people who get tested the more
likely we are able to understand the
situation and then we can take
measures to address them.
“If you test positive, you must selfisolate for ten days, do not go to
your workplace or to the shops,
either work from home or report sick
.Those who test positive for COVID19 will be helped by the NHS test
and trace service to identify the
people they’ve recently been in
contact with so they can be alerted.”

IN ACTION
LOOKING AFTER OUR COMMUNITIES

Staying safe this Eid al-Adha
This Eid al-Adha it is more important than ever to make
sure you and your family are staying safe.
Many places of worship, including
mosques, have now reopened for
prayer and service and are COVID
secure. This means that fewer people
can attend than normally would.

This includes:
• People should not hold or attend
celebrations (such as parties)
where it is difficult to maintain
social distancing and avoid close
social interaction
• If attending Eid prayers indoors,
follow the mosque’s social
distancing and hygiene
procedures. Face coverings should
be worn at all times in mosques,
in addition to keeping a 2-metre
distance from anyone you don’t
live with

Some faith leaders continue to use
digital tools to bring worshippers
together for prayers and sermons.
Residents are encouraged to take
advantage of these services where
possible, to mark Eid-al-Adha
safely.
Northampton residents in particular
are being encouraged to follow
additional guidance and make sure
Eid can be celebrated safely by
protecting the local community,
reducing transmission rates and
avoiding any local lockdown
measures.

• If driving to the mosque, do not
car share – travel only with the
people you live with
• Residents should not socialise
indoors in groups of more than
two households (anyone in your
support bubble counts as one
household).
There is no organised outdoor
prayers in Northampton this year
due to the rising number of COVID19 cases in the Borough. There is
also ongoing national limitations on
no more than 30 people gathering
outdoors.

IN ACTION
MOBILE TESTING

Great response to local coronavirus
testing
Recent coronavirus testing units have received a great
response as the testing offer across Northamptonshire has
increased, giving more options to those requiring a test.
The testing units were drafted into
Northampton in response to
concerns over continuing high
infection rates. Infection rates in
Kettering and Corby are also being
closely monitored due to increasing
trends over recent weeks. So across
the county anyone experiencing
even mild symptoms is being urged
to book a test.
Mobile testing and walk-in testing
has been offered to residents at a
number of locations over the past
week including Corby, Daventry,
Kettering Northampton and
Wellingborough. Sites have been
concentrated where there is the
greatest need.
People who test positive for COVID19 will be helped by the NHS test
and trace service to identify the
people they’ve recently been in
contact with so they can be alerted.
Anyone who has had close recent
contact with someone with
coronavirus must then self-isolate for
14 days, if they are advised to do so
by the NHS test and trace service, to
help contain the spread of infection.

More guidance can be found at www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19getting-tested#who-can-be-tested

IN ACTION
FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

Northamptonshire’s sports
governing bodies asked to prohibit
festivals, multi team events and
tournaments
Increasing rates of COVID-19 across several districts and
boroughs in Northamptonshire have prompted health
officials to prohibit sports tournaments and multi team
events from taking place for the next two weeks.
Given that several areas within the
county are experiencing increasing
rates of COVID-19 infection, Public
Health Northamptonshire are
recommending all sport competitions
that include more than two teams
should not be permitted at the
current time, this includes festivals,
small sided competitions or multiteam tournaments.
Tournaments and festivals tend to
bring many people together from a
range of different geographical
areas, with up to ten or twelve
families mixing together as parents
in particular support their sons and
daughters.
The increase in infections in
Northampton borough has been
most prevalent in those in their 20s
and 30s, this is the same
demographic that would be
attending such events, therefore, it
is a priority to reduce the risk of
transmission and manage sporting
events accordingly.
The current guidelines will be
reviewed on Wednesday 12 August
2020.

Lucy Wightman, Director of Public
Health in Northamptonshire said:
“We are taking extra precautions in
Northampton currently, to avoid a
local lockdown scenario. Allowing
large events to take place where
social distancing and regular hand
hygiene may be difficult to achieve
would potentially undo all of the hard
work that has taken place over the
last week.
“I would like to thank the governing
bodies, leagues and clubs for their
support in implementing and
following this guidance. Governing
bodies are providing some excellent
guidance on how to remain COVID
secure throughout the process of
returning to activity, and I would
urge you to follow this guidance
thoroughly.”

SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITY

SUPPORTING
OUR COMMUNITY

Shielding has paused: what this
means
On the 1 August the government paused shielding. This
means those shielding no longer have to, although they are
advised to stay at home as much as possible.
If you need a volunteer to help you
then please call NHS Volunteer
Responders on 0808 196 3646
(8am to 8pm).

Free food parcels, medical deliveries
and care from the National Shielding
Service will stop although volunteers
will still be available to assist with
deliveries of food and prescriptions
and those registered will still be
eligible for priority supermarket
delivery slots.
Northamptonshire County Council
will continue to offer support where
it is needed but everybody is now
urged to take personal responsibility
for their needs. If you need help,
please consider asking relatives,
friends and neighbours first.

If you are unable to get the help you
need or have any query on other
support available within
Northamptonshire, then you may still
call the County Council support
line on 0300 126 1000 and select
Option 5 (8am to 6pm).
The Council may be able to assist
putting you in touch with a local
volunteer who can help with ongoing
needs, suggest somebody to help
you get online or register you for
supermarket deliveries if you missed
the national deadline.

Full details of the changes can be found at:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectingextremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
Further advice from the NHS for people at high risk from coronavirus
may be found at:
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/advice-forpeople-at-high-risk/

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Police thank vast majority of
shoppers for complying with
new face covering rules
Police are thanking people for complying with the new
mandatory face covering rules in shops and supermarkets
since they were introduced at the end of last week.
Assistant Chief Constable Simon
Blatchly said: “We are pleased to see
that the vast majority of shoppers are
following the new rules since they
were introduced last Friday. It’s
reassuring that people are doing the
sensible thing and following the
Government’s advice to help prevent
the spread of Covid-19.”
“I’d also like to thank people for
understanding our request to report
concerns about shoppers not wearing
face coverings online rather than by
phone. This means that we can
answer and prioritise emergency calls
and I would urge people to continue to
assist us in this way.”
Since the new rules came into force,
Northamptonshire Police has only
received four reports in relation to
face coverings.

These include concerns about shops
not complying and an incident which
wasn’t a breach of the legislation.
Another involved a customer
becoming aggressive and refusing
to wear a face covering – officers
attended but the customer had left.
Police will continue to review each
reported incident and they are dealt
with on a case-by-case basis.
To report breaches of COVID-19
legislation to Northamptonshire
Police click here and national
guidance around face coverings –
including when it is mandatory to
wear them – can be found here.

SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITY

Thousands of medication
deliveries made by firefighters,
as pharmacy support work ends
Almost 3,000 medication deliveries have been made by
Northamptonshire firefighters to ‘at risk’ individuals as part
of a support scheme which draws to a close this week.
Throughout the pandemic, firefighters
have been working to help those who
are shielding and at particular risk
from COVID-19 by volunteering to aid
in pharmacy deliveries to people’s
homes.
Firefighters are expected to make
their final deliveries from pharmacies
to shielding patients at the end of last
week.
The end of this work by
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue
Service (NFRS) coincides with the
government’s move to pause shielding
(from August 1). Current guidance is
that this will remain true unless
transmission rates for Covid-19
increase significantly within the
community.

In total, firefighters from 11 of
NFRS’s on-call fire stations have been
called on to assist in the deliveries.
Support has also been provided by
whole-time crews and members of
NFRS’s Home Safety Team. More
here.

Firefighters in Northamptonshire have brought their programme of
ambulance service support efforts to a close, having completed almost
1500 hours of work during the pandemic. Since the end of April, oncall firefighters from Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service
(NFRS) have completed 146 shifts to support East Midlands
Ambulance Service, amounting to just under 1500 hours of work.
Early in the pandemic, NFRS became one of the fire and rescue
services asked to take part in work which included performing tasks
such as driving Urgent Care vehicles and the safe moving and
handling of patients.
Other services in the region asked to participate included Humberside,
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Leicestershire.
In total, 12 firefighters from NFRS took part in supporting the work of
EMAS during the Covid-19 pandemic. More here.

SUPPORTING
OUR COMMUNITY

Over £3million invested across
Northamptonshire
Northamptonshire Community Foundation is delighted to
have been part of the Revitalising Trusts initiative, which
has seen over £3million invested across Northamptonshire.
The programme forms part of the
government’s Civil Society Strategy
and comes as a result of a
partnership between the Charity
Commission, the Department for
Digital Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS), the Office for Civil Society
and UK Community Foundations
(UKCF). It aims to transfer up to
£20million from inactive or dormant
trusts to 46 Community Foundations
across the country to invest in local
communities.
Inactive trusts are defined as those
which have spent less than 30% of
their income over the past five years,
whereas dormant trusts are those
which have not spent any income
whatsoever over the past five years.
It is expected that the initiative will
provide an extra £1million in grant
funding to local community groups
each year.
Northamptonshire Community
Foundation has liberated several
dormant trusts locally, including the
Queen’s Institute Relief in Sickness
Fund,

the Mark Taylor Charitable Trust, the
Leslie Church Memorial Trust and the
Cecil Pettit Legacy Fund.
These trust transfers alone have
resulted in £2.1million being made
available for the benefit of the local
community, with an additional
£1million due to match funding.

Speaking at the time of the transfer,
Michael Orton-Jones, former
Chairman of the Northampton
Queen’s Institute Relief in Sickness
Fund, said: “Running a small charity
is becoming increasingly onerous,
with all the rules and regulations now
facing us.
Northamptonshire Community
Foundation has the professional
support and expertise to enable us to
deal with the daily management
issues that confront us. The trustees
of the Queen’s Institute are confident
that this charity, which has done so
much to help the health of the
inhabitants of Northampton, will
continue to prosper under the
guidance of the team at the
Community Foundation.”

IN THE NEWS…
The focus of media activity this week was on testing
infection rates and measures to help control transmission
of the virus. The main focus of the media has been on the
increase in case numbers and how the virus is being
transmitted. In response a number of press releases have
been issued and a press conference was held on Friday.

MEDIA THIS WEEK
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Northamptonshire health chiefs draft in four Covid-19
testing units amid 'hotspot' concerns
Text urges Northampton to 'work together' to prevent a
local lockdown
Fears over Northampton businesses going insolvent after
being kept afloat by government during coronavirus
lockdown
Health officials make more Covid-19 tests available in
Northampton until Friday as lockdown fear remains
Coronavirus patient Jeremy greeted by dog Milo as
medics cheer him out of Northampton General Hospital
after 123 days
Everything we know so far about the rising Northampton
coronavirus cases and local lockdown warning
Health officials make more Covid-19 tests available in
Northampton until Friday as lockdown fear remains
Police get four complaints about Northamptonshire's
shoppers not wearing face coverings in first few days of
directive being in force
Health chiefs warn Northampton's bus passengers 'keep
your distance' in bid to stop town's Covid-19 spike
KGH learning from lessons as it prepares for second
Covid-19 wave
I spent 110 days in hospital with coronavirus and was
given zero chance of survival
Northamptonshire libraries announce second phase of reopenings after first stage 'success'

ON TWITTER
22 JULY TO 29 JULY
Please note these statistics refer to Twitter
only. This campaign has also been shared
across Facebook / Instagram and YouTube too.

Total Mentions
(of the hashtag
across Twitter
including retweets
and replies)

1,099

Total Reach
(Total number of people
who have seen the
hashtag)

856,043

Total
Impressions

Engagement
Rate

7.46m

89.68%

(Total number of
times the hashtag
appeared on a
user’s screen)

(Percentage of
people who
interacted with
posts)

PHONE NUMBERS
AND WHERE TO GET
INFORMATION
County Council support line on 0300 126 1000 and select Option 5
(8am to 6pm)
Corby Voluntary Community Service (CVCS)
Email: accesscorby@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile - 07758 383186
Daventry Volunteer Centre (DVC) - www.daventryvolunteers.org.uk
Tel: 01327 300614 or Mob: 07793 011491
Kettering Voluntary Network (KVN)
Mobile: 07912480537
sean.silver@groundwork.org.uk
Nene Valley Community Action (NVCA) (covering Wellingborough) www.nvca.org.uk
Telephone: 01933 313526 or email: info@nvca.org.uk
South Northants Volunteer Bureau (snvb) - www.snvb.org.uk
Telephone: 01327 358264 or email info@snvb.org.uk
Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire (VIN)
Telephone: 01604 637522 or
email: Info@voluntaryimpact.org.uk
Useful links
UK government
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Questions about this newsletter?
Contact us at
nccg.urgentresponsecomms@nhs.net

…AND
FINALLY

Northampton Borough Council paid
almost £35 million in government
grant funding to businesses
impacted by the coronavirus
outbreak
Since the Government
announced the grant
schemes providing
financial assistance to
coronavirus-gripped
businesses,
Northampton Borough
Council has supported
more than 2,900
businesses with
payments exceeding
£34,875 million.
The grant payments were administered through three
schemes: the Small Business Grant Fund, the Retail,
Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund for businesses with rateable
value of up to £15,000 or up to £51,000 and the Discretionary
Fund.
Councillor Brandon Eldred, Cabinet member for finance,
said: “I want to thank our businesses for their patience and the
team administering the grant schemes for their continuous
efforts and hard work in distributing these grants and reducing
the impact of this global pandemic on everyone who lives and
works in Northampton.

“We were delighted to support eligible businesses across all
settings including those who have fallen through the cracks
and have missed out on benefiting from other schemes
together with eligible manufacturers and warehouses.”

Share your stories using

